4th January 2012 
Dear Parents

I would like to start by saying Happy New Year and thank you on behalf of the Early Years team for the gift vouchers, cards and especially your kind words. The start of a new term is always exciting and we hope the children will continue to enjoy their learning in the weeks ahead.
Our theme for the next two weeks is ‘Our Senses’ and our role play area will be set up as an Opticians. You may like to help your child by doing some of the following activities with them:

· Visit an optician’s shop and look at all the different glasses. Talk about what happens when someone visits the optician.

· Compare the eye colour of everyone in your family and name the parts of an eye (eyelid, eyelash, pupil, iris etc). Paint a picture of an eye.

· Go on a listening walk together. Help your child to draw pictures of everything they hear along the way.

· Encourage your child to extend their vocabulary by feeling and describing the texture of different materials, eg, soft, hard, rough, smooth.

We hope that you will enjoy these activities together.

Other themes this term will be Shoes and Hospitals and we have lots of exciting activities planned. I will give you more details about these as they occur. We will, of course, also be continuing with our daily literacy and numeracy work.
A few reminders:

· Children should bring their bottle of water to school everyday as well as a healthy snack (fruit or vegetable) for mid morning.

· A voluntary contribution of £3 towards the Class Fund for this term and a box of tissues would be very gratefully received.
· All children must have a waterproof coat and wellington boots at school as they will be playing outside every day. 
· Children should have a PE bag to keep at school with a PE shirt, shorts, plimsolls or trainers, joggers and a pair of spare socks and pants/knickers (in case of accidents!). All named please.
· If your child is going to be picked up by another parent, please ensure that you fill in a slip (available from the office) or pop in and tell me in advance.
Please don’t forget to write a brief comment in the Parents’ Pages book if you notice your child has acquired a new skill or developed a new interest or just to tell us what they have been doing at home or enjoying at school. We really value your role as your child’s primary educators and it will help us to plan for their learning at school. I always endeavour to read and respond to your comments each Monday. 
Finally, please do not hesitate to come into school and speak to me if you have any questions or concerns – just knock on the door before school or, if you prefer to see me after school, please wait until I have safely seen the children out to their parents and then come to the door. If a longer chat is required, please ask for an appointment. 
Yours sincerely,

Beverley Fisher

Class Teacher

