08/11
7th January 2011
Dear Parents
I hope you all had a restful break and I would like to welcome you and your children back to the New Year.  I would also like to welcome the new families whose children joined the school this term in our Reception Class.

I would further like to welcome two new members of staff, Julia Morris who is working as a Teaching Assistant in Year 2, and Melanie Barnes who has joined us as a Lunchtime Controller.

Dates for your Diaries

The Spring term is when we expect hard work and maximum effort from all of the children.  Please find details of activities that we have planned for this term attached to this letter.  You will receive additional letters regarding some of these events at a later date.

Letter from the Minister of State for Schools
I have recently received a letter from Nick Gibb MP recently, congratulating us on our excellent Key Stage 2 test results for 2010.  These results are a credit to both our staff and pupils for all their hard work during last year.  A copy of the letter is on the back of the ‘Dates for your Diary’ sheet which is attached.
Punctuality
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that school starts at 8.55am.  As parents, it is your responsibility to make sure your child/children are at school for Registration, and in their classrooms at this time. Children should arrive at school and be in class between 8.50am and 8.55am, all doors will be closed at 9.00am sharp.  If you are late, you should take your child directly to the school office to sign them in personally, the office staff will then take your child through to their classroom.
Cater Link Lunches
The new menu for this term was sent home yesterday and extra copies are available in the pigeon holes in the Reception area. The only change to the menu is for Menu 1 on Wednesday, where chicken thighs will be served instead of Chicken Drumsticks.  On 3 days of the week there will be a 3rd choice as follows:
Mondays   
Jacket Potatoes with a choice of fillings

Tuesdays
Pasta

Thursdays
Jacket Potatoes with a choice of fillings

The price of children’s meals remains at £2.10, however the adult meals have increased to £2.64 from the 1st January 2011.  We will, once again, be inviting parents into school to try the school lunches, so please look out for letters from your child’s class teacher in due course.
Please note that if your child will be coming into school late due to an appointment i.e. Dentist or Doctors, school lunches must be ordered before 10.00am on the day, as school meals are only cooked to order, otherwise, please provide a packed lunch for your child.
Lunch Invitation to Grandparents

Following the success of our invitations to Grandparents to join children for lunch last year, we would like to invite them in on the following dates this term; Friday, 11th February & Friday, 25th March.   There will be letters available to collect in the pigeon holes in the Reception area, in due course, which will need to be completed and returned to the school office.  Again meals need to be pre-paid and pre-ordered, at least 2 days before the above dates.
Extra Curricular Activities

A full list of Extra Curricular Activities will be sent out to you over the next few days, but just to advise you there will be no rugby and football club for all children this half term.  I will be concentrating on training for both the school rugby and football teams. I hope to resume these clubs for all KS2 children in March.
Maidenhead Advertiser’s ‘Cash for Schools’
Once again we will be taking part in the “Cash for Schools” scheme.  Last year Dropmore School received £2,000 and Knowl Hill Primary £1,500, for collecting the most tokens.  We won a share of the remaining money, which we will be using in our new garden area.  We need to collect just 2 or 3 tokens per pupil to guarantee us a share of this money, which equates to just 426 tokens, not many per pupil you must agree! The promotion will be running in the Maidenhead Advertiser again from Thursday, 27th January to Thursday, 31st March.  We will once again, provide a collection box in the school reception area from the week commencing 25th January.  Please can we ask that you request your family and friends collect the tokens on our behalf too; this initiative provides very useful additional funds for the school, for not very much effort!  Thank you in advance for your help!
Sad News

I received some very sad news over Christmas that Jean Gifford has died. Jean was a very active grandparent of two children who have subsequently left Oldfield.  However, this did not stop Jean from continuing to volunteer to come in to help out with a number of school activities, including reading with the children.  She was such wonderful lady and will be sorely missed by the staff and children alike.  I am sure you will join me in sending condolences to her family.

E-Mail Communication

As mentioned in my letter of the 3rd December, our newsletters will be now sent by e-mail to the addresses you have given to us recently, and this will be my last newsletter to be sent as a paper copy.  If however, you have requested a paper copy this will be marked with your child’s name on and be put in their book bags. Paper copies will always be available from the pigeon holes in the reception area, or you can look or download them from the schools website at www.oldfieldprimary.co.uk.  Class letters have already been sent via e-mail, and are also available on the school website.  Copies of the Home Learning Journals can also be found on the website if you wish to check at any time.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to remind you that should you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher, or myself.

Yours sincerely

Richard Jarrett

Headteacher
Dates for your Diary – Spring 2011
January 

6th


Swimming starts for Year 5
8th


Swimarathon at the Magnet Leisure Centre

11th


Table Tennis with Ken Phillips starts - invitation only




Edvantage Piano lessons start




Rugby training starts for invited children only 

12th


Judo starts




Guitar starts

13th


Football training starts for invited children only

14th


Netball starts for Years 3 and 4

17th


Drama Club starts




French Club starts KS2 only



20th


Astronomy Roadshow - Year 5 and 6 
Netball starts for Years 5 and 6



Gymnastic Club starts - details to follow
21st


Tennis Club starts


25th


Sports Hall Athletics Competition

February
8th


Rugby Festival Year 5/6

11th


Grandparents’ Lunch day - pre-order only



11th


Parents’ Assembly

14th 


No Cornet lessons for Year 4 this week
16th


Year 2 Dance Festival 

21st  –  25th 

Half Term

28th


Children return to school

March

1st  -2nd

Year 4 Residential trip to Ufton Court

8th


TAG Rugby Finals Yrs 3 and 4

10th


Parents’ Evening 4.00pm to 6.30pm

13th


Hexagon Concert

14th


Year 5 Cycling tbc
15th 


Parents’ Evening 5.00pm to 7.30pm

18th


Parents’ Assembly

23rd 


Tag Rugby County Finals

24th


No Swimming for Year 5



OSA Indulgence Evening - details to follow
25th


Grandparents’ Lunch Day - pre-order only

28th


Last Drama

31st 


OSA Children’s Bingo - details to follow
April


1st 


Mum’s in School Day (choice of AM or PM only) 
6th


Year 6 Football Competition at Courthouse School
7th


Last swim for Year 5
8th 


Last Day of Term 




Kid’s Concert and Mufti Day (own clothes)

